
 

 

 

 

Southington Public Library 
255 Main St., Southington, CT 

Library Board Meeting 
October 13, 2015 

 
Meeting was called to order at 5:29 PM by Frances Meade. 
 
Members in attendance: Frances Meade, Heidi Bittner, 
Patricia Kraut, Marion Manware, Kevin Curtiss, Susan 
Smayda.  Absent: Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Robert Cusano, 
Kelly Nichols, Bethany Pestillo. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes 
 
Public Communications: There were none. 
 
Library Communications: There were none. 
 
Approval of Secretary’s Minutes: A motion was made by 
Patricia Kraut to accept the secretary’s minutes from the 
September 2015 meeting. Heidi Bittner seconded. Approved. 
 
Finance: September 2015 Financial Report: Kevin Curtiss 
made a motion to accept the financial report. Marion 
Manware seconded. Approved. 
 
Director’s Report: 
 On September 17

th
, Director Smayda and Mary Ellen 

D’Angelo attended a program on Library Advocacy 
presented by the State Library. 

 On October 7
th
 Deputy Town Manager Mark Sciota and 

representatives for the Town’s insurer, along with Director 
Smayda, did a walk-through of the Barnes Museum. 

 Also on October 7
th
, Director Smayda met with Keith 

Hayden, Town Engineer, John Smigel, Town Building 



 

 

 

 

Inspector, and Mark Sciota, to conduct a tour of the 
Library roof in order to evaluate its condition. There is still 
substantial leaking. The roof is still under warrantee for 
some things ; it cannot just be resurfaced. This is a major 
concern. 

 Director Smayda attended the Warm Autumn Jazz 
Concert at the Library on October 7

th
, which was very well 

attended. 
 Heidi Bittner made a motion to close the Library at 5 PM 

on Thanksgiving Eve, as done in previous years. Patricia 
Kraut seconded. Approved. 

 
Barnes Museum: 
 Gamco Electric has been contacted to upgrade the 

electrical system in the barn and the basement at the 
Barnes. 

 Director Smayda attended a ceremony on October 7
th
 

honoring Chris Iverson, the Eagle Scout who worked on 
the grounds of the Barnes Museum. 

 There is a raffle being held to have dinner for 6 at the 
Barnes Museum on Friday, November 6

th
. Tickets are $25 

and can be purchased from Director Smayda. 
 
Friends of the Library: There was none. 
 
Buildings and Maintenance: During the heavy rains in 
September, there were serious leaks in the Library roof. It is 
in very bad shape, and probably won’t be repaired for this 
winter. Snow over 4” may have to be removed. 
 
Long Range Plan: Director Smayda is considering hiring a 
consultant to help update the Library’s Long Range Strategic 
Plan.  
 
Personnel & Policies: 



 

 

 

 

 Director Smayda commended the Library Staff and Mary 
Ellen D’Angelo for handling the roof leaking situation while 
she was away. 

 The Library Staff schedule has been affected lately with 
many staff members out due to illness or injury. Recently 
on a Saturday, only 3 staff members were in the building. 
Director Smayda plans on asking for an increase in the 
Substitute account and for more part-timers in the next 
budget. 

 Meg Walsh, Head of Student Service for Southington, has 
requested the Library reconsider the tutoring of 
suspended or expelled students in the library. The 
Reference Department presented a request to follow 
current procedures on this issue, and not accept 
suspended or expelled students. Kevin Curtiss made a 
motion to following the Library’s current policy; Patricia 
Kraut seconded. Approved. Director Smayda will contact 
Meg Walsh with the decision. 

 
Old Business: The discussion to include the Barnes 
Museum in restaurant wedding packages continues. It may 
be too complicated to accommodate. 
 
New Business: 
 The Library parking lot was used extensively during the 

recent Apple Harvest Festival. Many library patrons were 
upset about the lack of parking. Director Smayda will work 
on this issue. 

 On Tuesday, October 20
th
, a Pleasant Pairing: Tea and 

Gourmet Chocolate with Klassic Kreations Gourmet will 
take place. 

 
Marion Manware made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Patricia Kraut seconded. Meeting adjourned at 6:12 PM. 
 



 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Billie Gaber 


